In Southeast Nebraska, nearly 20,000 children live in households
where people skip meals or eat less in order to make ends meet.

The Arts

Last year, the Food Bank gathered nearly 10 million pounds of food.
In 1982, the year the Food Bank was established, it provided 41,167 meals.
Today it distributes nearly 30,000 meals each day
throughout Southeast Nebraska.
In 2012, the Food Bank distributed 26,910 backpacks containing 562,320 meals
for students in need.
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“Welcome to this historic moment,”

said Jack Thompson, thenpresident of the Cooper
Foundation, who stood before the inaugural crowd at Lincoln’s new performing arts center. “The Lied Center promises to be a major asset,
not only to the University of Nebraska but to the whole state.”
The Food Bank of Lincoln’s BackPack Program—currently celebrating its 10th anniversary—provides
It’s difficult to remember Lincoln before the Lied Center for Performing Arts. It feels like the Lied’s annual schedule of Broadway plays,
grocery-filled backpacks to students in need of food. The Food Bank sends over 3,000 Friday afternoon
dance troupes and musical performances has been part of the community for generations. In fact, the Lied Center just celebrated its 25th
backpacks home with students in 35 Lincoln schools and 39 rural communities.
anniversary and the story of its inception is closely linked to the Cooper Foundation. Thompson co-chaired, along with Woody Varner, the
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Wright.social worker. “In years past, teachers had no option to help students. Now when
kids come and say they’re hungry, we can say we’ll get you down to the food pantry or I can go and pick up
The Cooper Foundation has supported the Lied Center across three decades, beginning with grants totaling more than $300,000 for the
the food for you and bring it to my classroom. We as a school district are so proud that we are able to help
establishment of the Center itself. From funding a project that allowed middle schoolers to sing with the Soweto Gospel Choir, to purchasing
and that we have such a caring and supporting community.”
projection and sound equipment, funding statewide artist-in-residency programs, and awarding a recent $25,000 grant toward the purchase of
The Cooper
Foundation
hastrustees
given two
grants
totaling
$50,000
toward thetoBackPack
Our
a new
grand drape,
Cooper
have
shown
ongoing
commitment
the Lied’sProgram.
success.
Allsupport
told, Cooper’s grants to the Lied Center total
for
the
Food
Bank
goes
back
three
decades,
when
the
Foundation
played
a
crucial
role
in
the
creation
of the
more than $575,000.
organization. Former program officer Peg Huff learned about food banks while visiting Second Harvest in
And what a success it has been. In its first 25 seasons, the Lied Center hosted more than 2,000 artists and sold more than 3,000,000 tickets.
Phoenix in the early 1980s. She was inspired by Second Harvest’s mission of repurposing large quantities
Since its founding, one million students have participated in the Lied’s education and performance programs. Oh, and Blue Man Group used
of “waste” food, and upon her return to Lincoln she discussed it with E.N. “Jack” Thompson, then president of
966 bananas during their 2011 and 2013 performances.
the Cooper Foundation. Jack pulled together others in the community interested in starting a food bank here.
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director in 1982. We take pride in the early efforts that helped establish the Food Bank of Lincoln, and in our
history of support as it has developed into a vital community resource.
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ahatma Gandhi counseled that we must “be the change we want to
see in the world.” The 2015-16 E.N. Thompson Forum on World Issues
welcomes four activists who have embraced his advice. While they
champion diverse causes, all possess a compelling fusion of courage, intelligence
and charisma, which allows them to share their messages of transformation with
the global community. “Activism” will examine the origins of activists and the
characteristics of effective social and political movements, chronicled with candor
by men and women who have inspired generations.
Over the past two decades, the E.N. Thompson Forum on World Issues has
established itself as one of the preeminent speaker series in higher education.
Its mission is to bring a diversity of viewpoints on international and public policy
issues to the university and the residents of the state to promote understanding
and encourage debate.

2015-2016 Thompson Forum Speakers
JOSE ANTONIO VARGAS
September 15, 2015 - 7 p.m.

BILL MCKIBBEN
October 6, 2015 - 7 p.m.

WES MOORE
January 19, 2016 - 7 p.m.

SHERYL WUDUNN
Feburary 2, 2016 - 7 p.m.

Our mission is to support strong, sustainable organizations, innovative

ideas and ventures of significant promise in education, the arts and humanities, human
services and the environment. We do that through grants to non-profit organizations
located and working in Nebraska, primarily Lincoln and Lancaster County.
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